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STATEMENT OF TEACHING PHILOSOPHY

Quoting the Once and Future King (1938), “the best thing for being sad... is to learn something. That’s the only
thing that never fails.” The freedom, self-motivation, and joy that education provides to the human soul is of
paramount importance in our day and age. The mark of an advanced Society is a high level of education, where
decisions can be made wisely, using critical thinking, and applying knowledge to the practical setting. It’s
therefore natural that the Declaration of Independence of the United States cites the unalienable right to pursue
happiness. It is our very duty as professors to profess education in all its forms and spread that happiness that it
generates.

If one is to practice this art, one must identify a teaching philosophy that will guide their unwavering
professorial duties. My personal philosophy was matured through 7 years of undergraduate and graduate
education, teaching undergraduate and graduate students in both technical and philosophical topics:

Let’s connect the dots.

It’s not the professor’s role to hand out exams and collect results. It’s instead my role to verify students can
recognize concepts, connect them to one another, and arrive at the results through instinct, deduction, and
science. That is the art of connecting the dots.

University education is often referred to as higher education. It’s a way of distinguishing between the role of a
high school teacher to make sure a standard of knowledge is transferred to a student (e.g., standardized tests,
etc.), and the role of a university professor, who only guides students to the fountain of knowledge, but may not
force them to drink from it. The reference is more concrete than abstract: a university professor must impart
knowledge but maintain their research background present, always questioning, doubting and self-reflecting.
The fountain of knowledge is often unreachable; only through a method of connecting the dots will college
students understand the importance of critical thinking. Any by applying critical thinking in the advanced
coursework they are receiving, they shall be better prepared to not only answer the questions of tomorrow but
formulate the questions that deserve our attention in the future.

My desire is to provide the utmost support to my students and overall class. I value an international
environment within my courses, allowing students of any background, nationality, ethnicity, or physical
location to share openly their thoughts, whether these be culturally or technically derived. By sharing more
about us, we are more easily understood. And in being understood, our ideas will be analyzed from greater
angles and deeper perspectives.

My background is in experimental human factors and flight test. The experimental nature of my work allowed
me to appreciate a tangible application of theory, generating real results to be used in real contexts. Students
will find my passion for experimental methods in all my courses. I will provide methods, protocols, examples,
that will enrich their academic library and toolkits. Students can expect to receive a high level of engagement
from me, as well as a friendly ear, always ready to listen.
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Applied human factors requires a lot of critical thinking, and I welcome any and all opportunities to discuss
human factors topics with my students.

Student assessments are multifaceted. The primary method is direct communication. By applying an
approachable presence as well as demonstrate my dedication to their cause, I discuss openly with students their
challenges, thoughts, and aspirations. This allows an early identification of roadblocks and impediments to their
educational career. I am furthermore in favor of group projects, fostering teamwork, collaborative skills, and
shared creativity. As I teach in my cognitive systems engineering class, I’'m a strong proponent of the theory of
distributed cognition, where our observations, decisions, and actions are a function of the technology,
organization, and people within a complex sociotechnical system. Working in teams energizes the distributed
cognition, often yielding phenomenal results. Students will also find that my emphasis is on original work and
very little on format. I will apply university standards and minimum expectations on formatting, but will value
your thoughts wherever they may come from. Some of the greatest ideas started as sketches on a napkin.

As my classes grow, as my industry experience and research expands, I will continue to add onto my courses,
providing to my students some of the latest and greatest discoveries in the human factor world. I will keep
publishing my work on multiple platforms, keep sharing knowledge, and integrate it into my courses.

Finally, my philosophy of connecting the dots does not end with graduation. I value the benefits of shared
network of industry professionals and academic professors. I will always be available for students, whether it’s
during the course, after graduation, or throughout their extraordinary careers.

In trust,
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