
From: Tiziano Bernard bernard.tiziano@mac.com
Subject: Re: Ochoa 2015 Letter

Date: April 13, 2026 at 23:44
To: Hardy, Jean (FAA) Jean.Hardy@faa.gov

Bcc: Bill Tuccio bill@tuccio.com

Thank you, Jean. I really appreciate you taking the time to answer my questions.  Thank you for all you - and the FAA - do 
to keep us flying safely. 

With warmest regards,

Tizi

Tiziano Bernard, Ph.D., MCFI
cell. USA +1 (321) 368-6100
cell. ITA +39 (333) 1322 795
LinkedIn | FlyWithTizi | ERAU

On Apr 10, 2026, at 12:59, Hardy, Jean (FAA) <Jean.Hardy@faa.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon Tizi Bernard.
 
Thank you for contacting the Training and Certification Group with your questions. We 
apologize for the delay.
 
In your correspondence, you referred to an August 2015 FAA policy letter to Mr. Ochoa 
regarding Part 141 instrument training requirements. Specifically, you questioned the validity 
and effectiveness of the FAA letter to Mr. Ochoa. 
 
Please find your questions and our responses below:

1. Is the attached letter still valid? How would I know if it were made obsolete?
Response: The Ochoa policy letter remains valid at this time.  The FAA, over the past 
year, facilitated public engagement on the Modernization of Part 141. As part of this 
initiative, we will be evaluating current policy.  Should its status change, updates will be 
published on the FAA’s official website or through official policy notices. 

 
2. What is the ultimate regulatory body that I, as a CFII, or a DPE, should align with? A 

FSDO or the Office of the Chief Counsel?
Response: The binding authority is Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). If there 
is a disagreement between local interpretation (FSDO) and the regulation or policy, 
contact the relevant FAA policy office for clarification. Legal interpretations from the 
Office of the Chief Counsel are definitive when regulatory ambiguity remains.

 
3. What is the correct process to notify the FSDO or a DPE of the existence and effectiveness 

of this document?
Response: You may share this response with a Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) 
or a Designated Pilot Examiner (DPE).  We recommend including official FAA 
correspondence or policy/legal interpretations as attachments to ensure clarity and 
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consistency.
 

4. Can a FSDO or DPE choose to align with their own interpretation, or must they abide with 
the rulings of the Chief Counsel?
Response: FSDOs and DPEs must implement current CFRs and abide by published FAA 
legal interpretations. Individual interpretations must not override official legal or policy 
interpretations issued by the policy office or the Office of the Chief Counsel.

 
If you have any additional questions regarding this matter, please contact the General 
Aviation and Commercial Division at 9-AFS-800-Correspondence@faa.gov or (202) 267-
1100.
 
Warmly,
Jean
 
Jean M. Hardy, Ph.D.
Aviation Safety Inspector
Training Section
Training and Certification Group
General Aviation and Commercial Division
Cell: 207-289-7287
e-mail: Jean.Hardy@faa.gov

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  THIS E-MAIL TRANSMISSION MAY CONTAIN 
INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL, PROPRIETARY, 
SUBJECT TO COPYRIGHT, AND/OR EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER 
APPLICABLE LAW.  IT IS FOR THE USE OF INTENDED RECIPIENTS ONLY.  If 
you are not an intended recipient of this message, please notify the original sender 
immediately by forwarding what you received and then delete all copies of the 
correspondence and attachments from your computer system.  Any use, distribution, 
or disclosure of this message by unintended recipients is not authorized and may be 
unlawful.
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